SUMMARY OF SOS CAMPAIGN FINANCE BDR

· Defines “electioneering communication” and “independent expenditure” to clarify who is required to disclose and when they are required to disclose money spent on Nevada candidates by third-party groups.  This will provide more disclosure and transparency into the money being spent in Nevada’s elections.
· Clarifies that campaign contributions may not be used by a candidate for personal use and defines “personal use.”  Further clarifies that any monies paid from a candidate or public official’s campaign account must always be reported.

· Requires public officials and candidates to report their contributions on hand at the beginning of each year so that the public will know how much money public officials and candidates are carrying over from year to year.  Currently, only the contribution totals received within a calendar year are reported.

· Contributions received or expenses paid in excess of $1,000.00 shall be reported within 72 hours to provide the public with more “real time” reporting through an election cycle.  Will provide the public with more immediate information on large amounts of money being received and spent by candidates prior to the reporting deadlines.
· Clarifies that SOS may seek injunctive relief for campaign finance violations to ensure that individuals and groups must not only pay financial penalty but also actually disclose their activity.  Provision would ensure that the SOS may request and the courts can order an individual or group to file a Contributions & Expenses Report precluding violators from just buying their way out of disclosure.
· Provision to allow the SOS to seek in penalties up to three times the amount of money at issue in a reporting violation.  This change will give the SOS more flexibility in seeking penalties that are more in line with the amount of money involved reporting violations.

· Provisions to provide some restrictions on and clarity to the acceptance of gifts by public officials:

· Defines Gift so that public officials and candidates will have a better understanding of what may be accepted and what must be disclosed.
· Defines Restricted Donor so that public officials will have a clear understanding of which individuals and groups they may not accept gifts from.  Examples includes a person who will be affected financially by decisions of the public officials and lobbyists or clients of a lobbyist involved in matters before the public officials

· Provides a clear list of examples of gifts that may and may not be accepted and clarifies what gifts must be disclosed in the public official’s Financial Disclosure Statement

